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Chemilumi… what?
What makes things glow in the dark? In this lab, you will explore the concept of luminescence, light energy produced  
from other forms of energy, specifically, bioluminescence, chemiluminescence, and fluorescence. And you will discover  
how chemiluminescence can be harnessed as a powerful tool for scientists.



2  Luminol experiment
 Take the information you have learned about chemiluminescence and apply it to your own experiment using the chemical 

luminol. Follow the instructions and record your observations in the chart below. 
 
Time to put on your safety glasses and gloves!

Is this an example of bioluminescence, chemiluminescence or fluorescence? 

What is one thing scientists can detect using chemiluminescence?
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LUMINOL EXPERIMENT SOLUTION


